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he Gospel

"I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it isthe power of God
unto salvation to everyone that believeth." - Romans 1:16

The Assurance of Eternal Life
Why Do So Many Reject It?

eral years ago a pastor in Penn-
§//Ivania, concerned for the salva-
ion of the many Roman Catholicsin

his community, invited me to come up and
teach a seminar. First he asked me to send
some of our publications so he could be-
come morefamiliar with our ministry. After
reviewing our Gospel tracts, he called meto
cancel the seminar because he discovered
that | teach the assurance of salvation. | ex-
plained to him that assurance iswhat makes
God's plan of salvation "good news." God
promisesto save forever those who cometo
Him through Jesus (Heb. 7:25). | asked him
what good news do you have to share with
Catholics if you preach eterna life is not
everlasting but can belost. Catholicsaready
adhereto asalvation that is dependent upon
what they do rather than what God has done
through Jesus. After many exchanges, this
pastor was unwilling to believe God's prom-
ise, that everyone who has been saved by
gracethrough faith shall be brought to glory.

Those who reject the doctrine of eternal se-
curity tend to place more emphasis on the
subjective experiencesof "professing” Chris-
tians than the objective truth of Scripture.
They may know someonewho was baptized,
repeated a prayer or responded to an altar
call, then later rejected thefaith or turned to
alife of habitual sin. These experiences be-
come their proof that salvation has no as-
surance. But isthereany way to know if these
peoplewere born again? Judging someone's
spiritual condition is risky because no one
can see a person's heart. Opponents of as-
surance tend to focus on man's opinions
rather than on God'sdivine power. Such mis-
understandings can be overcome by discard-
ing human reason and accepting divine rev-

elation. Faith should not rest on the wisdom
of man but on the power of God (1 Cor. 2:5).

Consider theWord " Eternal”

The"eternad" Gospel (Rev. 14:6) of our "eter-
nal" God (Rom. 16:26) promises every be-
liever "eternal” life (1 John 5:13) and "eter-
nal" glory (1 Pet. 5:10) in His"eterna" king-
dom (2 Pet.1:11). The"eternd" King (1 Tim.
1:16) called salvation "eterna" (Mark 16:20)
because He has given believers "eternal"
comfort (2 Thes. 2:16) by obtaining "eter-
nal" redemption through the"eternal" Spirit
who guarantees an "eternal" inheritance
(Heb. 9: 12-15; Eph. 1:14). According to God's
"eternal” purpose (Eph. 3:11), every believer
has been saved from "eternal" judgment

(Heb. 6:2), "eterna" destruction (2 Thes.
1:9) and "eterna” punishment in the "eter-

nal" fire(Mat. 25:41, 46).

Eternal lifeisnot only an infinite quantity of
time (peoplein hell will liveforever) but an
eterna quality of life. Itisanintimaterela
tionship with Jesuswhereby Hislifeand di-
vine nature is placed in every believer and
every believer isin Him (2 Pet. 1:4; 1 John
5:20). This life begins at the second birth
when those who were dead in their sinsare
mededivein Christ (Eph. 2:4). Eternd lifeis
everlasting because the very life of Christ
(who can never die again) hasbeenimparted
to believers (Rom. 6:9). But thisleadsto a
provocative question. Knowing that sin is
what brings spiritual death to the soul, what
keeps Christians from dying again when
they sin after their conversion? It isbecause
God will not take into acccount any sins
committed after the believer has been rec-
onciledthrough Christ (Rom. 4:8; 2Cor. 5:21).

God laid al their sins, past and future, on
(see Assurance on page 2)
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(Assurancefrom pagel)

Jesus (Isaiah 53:6). Our kinsman redeemer
"bore our sinsin Hisbody on the cross, that
we might die to sin and live to righteous-
ness' (1 Pet. 2:24). "With Hisown blood He
entered the Most Holy Place once for all,
having obtained eternal redemption” (Heb.
9:12). Everyone redeemed has been bought
with the precious blood of Jesus and now
belongsto Him. Eternal redemption and eter-
nal security are thus one and the same.

Those who reject eternal security must ex-
plain why they do not also reject everything
else described aseternal, such asthe eternal
triune God and His punishment for unbe-
lievers. They must also be able to answer,
with Scripture, some other relevant ques-
tions. Can those who have been redeemed
from under the curse

tians say they trust Jesus and not believe
Hispromises?

Consider theFather and Spirit'sPower
God the Father has caused His children to
beborn againto aliving hope. They are now
protected by His power and will obtain an
inheritance which is imperishable and re-
served for themin heaven (1 Pet. 1:3-5). This
inheritance has been securely guaranteed by
thesealing of theHoly Spirit (Eph. 1:11-14).
The Father, who callsbelieversinto fellow-
shipwith His Son, isfaithful and will confirm
them until theend (1 Cor. 8,9). He promises
toglorify those Hejustifies(Rom 8:30). God's
children have this assurance, "He who be-
gan agood work in you will perfect it until
the day of Christ Jesus" (Phil. 1:6). On that
spectacular day, al believerswill berevealed
withHiminglory

of the law be placed
back under it? (Gal.

3:13; 4:5). Can one,

who has been born

Some Christianssay they trust Jesus
but reg ect Hispromisesof assurance.

(Cal. 3:4). Every-

one who has
trusted Christ
can have the

again of incorrupt-

ibleseed, dieagain? (1 Pet. 1:23). Cananew
creation return to what has passed away? (2
Caor. 5:17). Can one who has been perfected
forever befoundimperfect?(Heb. 10:14). Can
those whom God delivered from the power
of darkness be sent back? (Col. 1:13). Can
those who have been made complete in
Christ becomeincomplete?(Cal. 2:10). Can
those who were saved without merit or hu-
man effort be lost because of demerits or
human failure? (Eph. 2:8-9). Does any man
have the ability to undo a sovereign act of

Almighty God?(Rom. 8:28-39).

Consider the Promisesof Jesus

"Truly, truly, | say to you, he who hears My
word, and believes Him who sent Me, has
eterna life, and does not come into judg-
ment, but has passed out of death into life
(John 5:24). "My sheep hear My voice, and |
know them, and they follow Me; and | give
eternal lifeto them, and they shall never per-
ish; and no one shall snatch them out of My
hand" (John 10:27-28). Jesus a so promises
never to cast out or lose anyone that His
Father givesHim (John 6:37, 39). The prom-
isesof Jesusto al believersareclear and are
guaranteed by His divine power and at-
tributes. Having received eterna life, the
sheepwill follow the Shepherd whowill keep
them and protect them. Jesus promises they
will never be judged for their sins, will not
experience spiritual death, will not perishand
will never be cast out or lost. How can Chris-
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sameconfidence
as Paul who wrote: "I know whom | have
believed and am persuaded that heisableto
keep that which | have committed unto him

against that day" (2 Tim. 1:12).

Consider theNatureof God'sGifts
Believersalso havethe assurancethat God's
giftsand caling areirrevocable(Rom. 11:29).
The precious gifts God graciously gives to
repentant sinnersinclude eternal life (Rom.
6:23), the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:45) and the
righteousness of Jesus (Rom. 5:17). Those
who have received these divine gifts will
never again be separated from God and never
comeinto judgment for their sins. Opponents
of assurance will say that people can give
back the gifts or throw them away. But there
is no scriptural support for this. When God
credits the righteousness of His Son to the
believer's account, does man have accessto
His books to change His accounting?

Consider God'sChastening of HisSons
The Lord knows those who are His and ev-
eryone who names the name of Christ must
depart frominiquity (2 Tim. 2:19). But what
does God do with His children who persist
in sinning? He chastens them, as a loving
Father, so they will not be condemned along
withtheworld (1 Cor. 11:32). God's chasten-
ing hasapurifying effect. Hisdisciplinewill
continue until there is repentance or until
He callsthem home. Those who never expe-
rience God's chastening when they fall into
(See Assurance on page 8)

The Ministry of
Proclaiming the Gospel

OUR PURPOSE
Theministry was established in 1991 andis
incorporated in the State of Texas asanon-
profit 501(c)(3) corporation for the purposes
of: 1) glorifying and serving Jesus Christ by
proclaiming the Gospel of man's redemption;
2) establishing outreach and discipleship
groups in evangelical churches for Roman
Catholics to grow in the grace and knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ; 3) exposing any doc-
trinesthat oppose the Gospel so peoplewill
repent and come to a knowledge of truth.

OUR METHOD
Inaspirit of loveand humility, weteach evan-
gelistic seminars, workshopsand homeBible
studies to train and encourage other Chris-
tians to be effective witnesses to Roman
Catholics. We al so offer resources designed
to teach, equip and encourage othersto la-
bor in this huge mission field.

OUR NEWSLETTER
Proclaiming the Gospel's bi-monthly news-
letter is designed to extend the purposes of
the ministry throughout the world. The edi-
tor is Evangelist Mike Gendron, agraduate
of Dallas Theological Seminary and a former
Roman Catholic of over 34 years.

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH
Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man, satis-
fied the righteous justice of God by paying
the complete penalty for sin when He died
as man'’s substitute on Calvary's cross. Any
person who repents and receives Jesus
Christ as their Lord and Savior by grace
through faith in Hislife, death and resurrec-
tion, ceasing to trust in anything else for
salvation, becomes a child of God and re-
ceivesthegift of eternal life, which can never
be revoked.

OUR PROVISION
Everything we do is made possible through
the prayers and financial support of those
who share our burden for the lost. We rec-
ogni ze the sacrifices God's people make to
sustain our work and pledge to use these
resources effectively and efficiently. Dona-
tions (except for products) aretax deductible.

OUR BOARD OF REFERENCE
Kerby Anderson, President, Probe Minis-
tries; Dr. J. Ronald Blue, President, CAM
Int'l; John J. Dwyer, DFW Heritage; John
Maisel, Director, East-West Int'| Ministries;
Chuck Missler, Founder, Koinonia House;
Pastor Tom Nelson, Denton Bible Church;
Dr. David Reagan, Director, Lamb & Lion

Ministry.
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Help Us Get His Word Out

Aswebeginour 12th year in thisministry of
Proclaiming the Gospel, we prase our sover-
eign Lord for the many doors of opportunity
He has opened for us to equip the saints
throughout the world. We are most thankful
for the divine appointments He has provided
with His lost sheep. What a joy it isto see
peoplewhoweredead intheir sinscomealive
in Christ when they hear His Word pro-
claimed. We are so privileged to glorify our
Savior eachtimewe share Hisloveand grace.

Our prayer for thisyear isthat God will mul-
tiply our efforts to reach more lost souls
through all of you. One of the most frequent
commentswe hear is: "If only | had known
about this ministry sooner!" You can help
us get theword out by scheduling aseminar
inyour church, telling people about our web-
site and distributing our Gospel tracts and
videos. We have been ableto negotiate lower
costsfor our publications by ordering larger
volumes.

Will you also prayerfully consider leading a
small group Bible study using our book Pre-
paring Catholics for Eternity? You will be
blessed and the Lord Jesuswill be glorified
asyou faithfully obey Hislast command!

Catholic Statues

What does God say about all the statues of
Jesus, Mary and the saintsthat adorn Catho-
lic Churches throughout the world?
Wouldn't you think, since God'sword refers
to them asidols and He condemns idolatry,
the Vatican would have them removed?

"They have no knowledge, who carry about
their wooden idol, and pray to a god who
cannot save" (Isaiah 45:20). "Professing to
be wise, they became fools, and exchanged
theglory of theincorruptible God for anim-
ageintheformof corruptibleman" (Rom.1:22-
23). "Being then the offspring of God, we
ought not to think that the Divine Natureis
likegold or silver or stone, animageformed
by the art and thought of man" (Acts17:29).

Making idolsisdisobedienceto God's com-
mand: "You shall not make for yourself an
idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven
above or on the earth beneath or in the wa
ter under the earth. You shall not worship
them or serve them; for I, the Lord your
God, amajealous God" (Exodus 20:4-5).

"Equipping The Saints"
August Cruise

Have you ever wanted to attend an evange-
lism seminar and be ableto immediately ap-
ply what you learned? Well we've come up
with afantastic plan that will give you both
the training along with numerous witness-
ing opportunities during a 7-day cruise in
the Caribbean. L earn effective waysto turn
conversationstoward spiritual subjectsand
how to overcome apathy, procrastination,
fear and objections. Learn how to beafaith-
ful ambassador for Jesus Christ and to com-
municate His message with clarity, power
and conviction. Learn how to be successful
everytimeyou deliver thegreatest newsever
told about the greatest gift ever given!

Proclaiming the Gospel Ministry has
scheduled an Equipping the Saints Cruise
that will depart from Galveston, Texas, Aug.
31 and sail to Key West, Georgetown, Grand
Cayman and Cozumel before returning on
Sept. 7. You will enjoy aspecia opportunity
that combineshbiblical training, Christ-cen-
tered witnessing, like-minded fellowship,
sight-seeing, fun and relaxation onboard
Royal Caribbean's Rhapsody of the Seas.

Prices start as low as $589 per person. A
deposit of $150 will reserve your cabin for
thisexciting adventure. Final payment isnot
dueuntil July 1. To make reservationsor for
moreinformation, call Cruise Director, Rene
Pearlman at 1-800-388-1983.

Steeling the Mind
Bible Conference Set For
Costa Mesa, February 22

Where Mike Is Speaking

Jan 15, 22, 29 Howard Center
Park Cities Baptist Church
Dadlas, TX 214-860-3903

Feb. 8, 9 Victory Christian Fellowship
Columbus, NE 402-564-6403

Feb. 5,12, 19 Howard Center
Park Cities Baptist Church
Dadlas, TX 214-860-3903

Feb. 20 Cornerstone Community Church
Simi Valley, CA 805-581-9532

Feb. 22 Steeling the Mind Bible Conf.
CostaMesa, CA 800-977-2177

To schedule Mike Gendron to speak at
your church or event, contact him at:
phone: (972) 495-0485
e-mail: ptg@pro-gospel.org

Join usat the Orange County Fair & Exposi-
tion Center in Costa Mesa, CA on Feb. 22
for the Seeling The Mind Bible Conference.

Theall-day conference beginsat 8 am with
Mike Gendron's presentation of The Com-
ing OneWobrld Religion. Hewill befollowed
by Kent Hovind - The Age of the Earth;
Tommy lce- Why TheWorld Hates | srael ?;
Daryl Kraft - Love Isn't Taking Your Wife
Bear Hunting; John Morris- The Heavens
Declare God's Glory; Kirk Cameron - Hell's
Best Kept Secret; Ray Comfort - Truth or
Consequences; Bob Cornuke - Found
Paul's Anchor; Chuck Missler - Pyramids
& Planets; and Frank Peretti - The Charge.

Call Compassat 1-800-977-2177 to register
and for information on how to receive group
discounts of $10 for your church and two
free passes for your pastor. Register early!
The last conference sold out!

Quick Quotes

"We are in desperate straits. The numbers
of people who have stopped coming to
church are between 10 and 30 percent.
Most churches are talking about a 25 per-
cent drop-off in collections."

Catholic Priest Robert Bullock's statement
to Cardina Law (NY Times, 11/12/02)

"Because the Roman Catholic Church has
refused to submit itself to the authority of
God's Word and to embrace the gospel of
justification, it has set itself apart fromthe
true body of Christ. Itisa false and decep-
tive form of Christianity."

John MacArthur, "Cutting It Straight"

God's Righteous Are
Condemned By Rome

Areyou aware of thisparadox? The Catho-
lic Church condemns Christians who have
been justified by faith and are thus righ-
teous in the sight of God while declaring
Muslims (who deny Jesus is God) to bein
God's plan of salvation. What does God's
word say about this? He who justifies the
wicked, and he who condemns the righ-
teous, both of them alike are an abomina-
tion to the Lord (Prov. 17:15). Page 3
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Seeking His Truth

Letters
tothe
Editor

The Vatican's position of protecting priests,
whileignoring the pain and suffering of the
children they violated, speaks volumes
about the Roman Catholic Church. Catho-
licsshould examinetheir church's pious pub-
lic displays as a "holier than thou" belief
which places them above the Word of God
and Jesus Christ Himself. This attitude
places the apostate church above the laws
of man and God and makes it accountable
tono one. Yet, in spite of what they see and
hear, millions of Catholicsbow in adoration
to Mary and statues, observe pagan rites at
the exhortation of their Pope, and reject
God's effective, complete and sufficient
work of salvation at the cross through Jesus
Christ. They are being led to an eternal fire
like sheep to slaughter. For those who be-
lieve Jesus Christistheall sufficient Savior,
not requiring any other provision for salva-
tion, the RCC condemns them with anath-
emato eternal damnation. Yet, apriest who
is a homosexual, (a sin condemned by the
Bible) and who sexually violates young
boys, is"forgiven," protected and cared for.
Why? Becausethe RCC, at all costs, hasto
protect itself and hold itself superior and
separate from everyone else. Power, abso-
lute power, is the hallmark of this religion
and its Vatican hierarchy. | am terribly sad-
dened by the millions who are thus fool ed.
| am terribly incensed at the work of this
pagan, apostate church. They WILL beheld
accountable to God.

J.O. Dallas, TX

You are wrong about the Catholic Church.
It is a place of holiness devoted to Jesus
Christ. You are asick sick man. | hope you
are damned eternally when you die for put-
ting down the one true Christian Church
established by Christ.

Ben, Internet

Your video on The Coming One World Reli-
gionisexcellent! Everyone needsto seeit.
The Presbyterian Church USA is dialogu-
ing with the Roman Catholic Church and has
now recognized it asa Christian Church in
which we can have fellowship. | have writ-

ten to our office of Ecumenical Relations
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and other offices showing them the RCC's
goal is to bring everyone under the Pope.
They don't answer me anymore.

Pastor D. P. Colfax, IL

Your fallible and superficia interpretation
of the Bibleisindicativein you responseto
the pope's statement - "you do not need to
know Jesus or His church to enter the king-
dom of heaven." Jesus paved the way for
all people to be saved, regardliess of their
knowledge. Surely you cannot believe that
every person that has lived and died in the
history of the world knew who Jesus was.
J.C. Internet

Have you not read what the Scriptures say?
"Whoever will call upon the name of the
Lord will be saved. How then shall they
call upon Him in whom they have not be-
lieved? And how shall they believe in Him
whom they have not heard? And how shall
they hear without a preacher? And how
shall they preach unless they are sent?
(Rom. 10:13-15). Sinners can be saved only
by God's grace through faith in Jesus. Ac-
cording to Peter, those without knowledge
of Himwill perish. The Lord will "keep the
unrighteous under punishment for the day
of judgment, and especially those who in-
dulge the flesh...reviling where they have
no knowledge. (2 Pet. 2:9-14). Itisfor this
reason we must correct unbelievers "who
arein opposition, if perhaps God may grant
them repentance leading to the knowledge
of the truth, and they may come to their
senses and escape from the snare of the
devil, having been held captive by him to

do hiswill" (2 Tim. 2:25).

Wethank you for your concern and lovefor
the deceived Roman Catholics— expressing
your love to them through your firm stand
on God’s Word.

C.R. Grand Rapids, Ml

You deserve agold medal for being so cool,
calmand collected in your repliesto the sar-
castic and arrogant letters you receive. If
these Catholics are so religious, why don’t
they read the parts of the Bible you quote?
If you hated Catholics so much why would

you try to save them through quoting God's
word?You arenot using force, just thefacts!
J.C. Pineville, PA

The power of the Holy Spirit has gently
pulled me out from under the filthy skirts of
the Catholic Church after 40 years. | was
"poking" around in the search engine try-
ing to find websites that would comfort me
and help me cleansefrom the guilt | feel for
leaving Catholicism. | ask that you pray for
me and my family aswe heal from the pain
of this strong delusion and deception. It is
in my heart to evangelize Catholics, allow-
ing God to develop in me the skills | will
need to fulfill Hiscalling on my lifewithout
the enemy holding meback. | have suffered
at the hands of abusive nuns and priests
and forgiven them, but | feel called and led
to do something. | cannot continue to sit
around because Jesus is coming soon.
Kathy, Internet

Thank you for your service to Jesus Christ
and for being apart of the Seeling the Mind
Bible Conference. I'm still trying to absorb
itall. | especialy want to thank you, Mike,
both for your anointed message and your
trust in the Lord. | must confess my confi-
dence in the body of Christ to be men of
integrity ischallenged at times. You put to-
gether the Equipping the Saints package
of materialsfor me and trusted the Lord for
payment. Your faith strengthened my faith
in the Lord, and reminded me that He still
moves among His people.

M.W. Priest River, ID

Your tract, Oxymoron is to the point — not
wordy. People soon get the message that
biblical Christianity and Roman Catholicism
stand in opposition to one another. There
are many peoplewho tell methat they know
Catholics who are Christians. My question
tothemis: “If they are Christians, what are
they doing in a church opposed to Christ
and His Word?’

L.T. Yreka, CA

Thank you so much for “being there” in your
ministry! | can’ttell you how excited | am at
the prospect of finally having materialsthat
document the truth for Catholics. | can’t
praise and thank the Lord enough for allow-
ing meto finally havethisanswer to prayer!
There are so many which | desire to reach.
P.M. Depew, NY

You havemadeared differenceintheworld
around you. | pray that | too could bring


http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NASB&passage=Rom.+10%3A13-15&x=14&y=9
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http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NASB&passage=2+Tim.+2%3A25&x=9&y=9
http://www.compass.org/conferences/default.html
http://www.compass.org/conferences/default.html

many Catholics the truth and they will be
set free. Theloving way that you are ableto
be so bold isindeed a gift.

M. F. Warwick, NY

Recently, | participated in handing out your
tract The Greatest Gift to many Roman
Catholics attending a "Mariachi Mass." It
was so unbelievable, all except 3 accepted
the tract with open hands. Between five of
us, we handed out over 700 tracts. Praise
God! Our small group is aready making
plans to "Proclaim the Gospel" at another
RCC event which will be held in December.
Thisoneiswhere Catholics climb amoun-
tain to do penance in hopes of achieving
heaven. In the past, some have carried
crosses, tires, chains and some will even
walk bare-footed. My heart goesout to them
because they fail to understand the simple
plan of salvation.

P.N. LasCruces, NM

About 2 years ago, we started a Bible study
at our house and our teacher was an ex-
Catholic. When | asked questions about the
difference between the Bible and the Catho-
lic Church, he did not provide me with sat-
isfactory answers. So | decided to search
on the internet and found your website. |
read all your articlesand ordered your tapes
which | showed to my brother and hiswife
who werestill going to the Catholic Church.
Now his family is saved and has left the
Catholic Church. My heart goes to Catho-
licswho are so deceived including my par-
ents and other siblings.

A.B. Northbrook, IL

As a protestant teaching at a Catholic
school, | was placed on probation for look-
ing up your website on campus. | tried to
explain that the website is not anti-Catho-
lic, it's just an organization that proclaims
truth. | am in an unusual situation because
students say | know more about the Bible
than their theology teachers. Now I'm off
probation but forbidden to access your
website.

D.N., Garland, TX

You give the Magisterium too much credit
for being clever. No group of humans are
smart enough to twist the Scripturesto mean
something other than they were intended
and maintain harmony with the Scriptures.
Not possible. The gift of infallibility actu-
ally puts restrictions on their ability to in-
terpret, guard and teach the Scriptures. It
preventsthem from being fickle or careless

in their responsibility. Protestantism, with-
out a Magisterium, has splintered over the
past 500 yearsinto 30,000 different denomi-
nations. Whereisthe unity that Jesus prayed
for? (John 17:21) That aloneisasign that a
Magisterium led by the Holy Spirit isneces-
sary, so that there can be unity in our belief.
Glenn, Internet

If you divide all "Christian" faithsinto two
groups - those who have an infallible in-
terpreter of Scripture and those who up-
hold the doctrine of "Sola Scriptura" you
will find a greater degree of unity in the
latter group. In the first group of "infal-
lible interpreters" you have the Roman
Catholic Church, the Orthodox, the Mor-
mons along with hundreds of other cults.
When you compare the teachings of these
"infallible interpreters' you see no unity
at all, only doctrinal chaos and bhinding
legalistic indoctrination. There is so much
disunity within this group of religions that
they call each other heretics. Now compare
the teachings within the second group - de-
nominations who submit to the authority
of Scripture alone. Here you find complete
unity around the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Each member of this group refers to one
another as brothers and sisters in Christ.
Yes, there is disunity in some non-essential
doctrines such as the timing of Christ'sre-
turn, methods of baptism, church govern-
ment etc., but there is no disunity on the
sufficiency, efficacy and necessity of the
Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.

The Bible, according to Catholic teaching,
isthefirst and foremost guide to our salva-
tion. Nothing the Catholic church has said
has contradicted the Bible. Teachings of the
Catholic church are only meant to make
clearer and help thefaithful. | am not aware
of any additional requirements made by the
Catholic Church for salvation.

Kall, Internet

The Gospel isentirely and exclusively about
the Lord Jesus Christ and His work of re-
demption (1 Cor. 15:1-4). It tells us that
our Creator hasbecome our redeemer! The
Gospel says nothing about anything sin-
nersmust add to Christ'sfinished work. Yet,
according to the 1994 Catechism of the
Catholic Church (paragraph numbers in
parenthesis) Rome declares the following
requirements are necessary to be saved:
sacraments (1129), meritorious masses
(1405), church membership (846), purga-
tory (1030), indulgences (1498), baptism

(1256) and good works (2016). This is a
blatant perversion of God's Gospel and
brings condemnation on those who preach
it (Gal. 1:6-9). It is an outright denial of
the sufficiency of Christ, devalues His per-
fect work and robs Him of His matchless
glory. | pray you will forsake these feeble
efforts to save yourself and seek God's for-
giveness by grace through faith in Jesus

alone (Eph. 2:8-9).

| enjoyed your presentation at the Spokane
Seeling the Mind conference. It was excit-
ing to see the sell-out crowds hungry to
sharpen their swords for the Lord. | was
raised in aCatholic home, but have now put
my trust in the sufficiency of Jesus for my
salvation. Praise Him! The work to tell so
many Catholics the truth is a daunting task
yet a great privilege. Your work is an en-
couragement and blessing as | seek oppor-
tunitiesto tell my family the good news!
GN. LasVegas, NV

| recently received anumber of thetape sets
from the Reaching Catholics for Christ
Conference and am busily distributing them
to my friends, family, pastors and also to
the Young Adult class which | teach. | feel
that the embrace of Catholicism by the evan-
gelical world isof major concernso | try to
inform as many people as | can about the
issue. Please pray these tapes will have a
positive impact on those who hear them.
C.J. Lilly, GA

My challenge to you is, show me where in
the Bible, where the Bible is the only au-
thority and show me where the Bible tells
you it isconfined to only what it iswritten.
Michael, Internet

My challenge to you is, show me in the
Bible, where it points to an authority
greater than itself. Once you realize there
is no greater authority, | pray you will de-
stroy every speculation that has been raised
up against the knowledge of God, and take
every thought captive to the obedience of

Christ (2 Cor. 10:5).

Please submit questions or comments to:
Mike Gendron
Proclaiming the Gospel
PO. Box 940871
Plano, TX 75094
e-mail: ptg@pro-gospel.org
web site: www.pr o-gospel.org
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High Demand for Statue
Thousands of faithful visited St. Joseph's
Catholic Church in Devine, Texasto vener-
ate astatue of Our Lady named for thetown
in Mexico whereit is believed ayoung girl
killed in an accident was miraculously
brought back to life through the Virgin
Mary'sintercession. Thesmall, 350 year old
Virginwith long, dark hair and flowing blue
robes, isareplicaof the original statue and
has traveled around the United States and
Mexico for dmost three centuries. TheMon-
signor called the visit to the Devine church
amiraclein itsown right because the statue
isinhigh demand. "It'sagreat honor to have
the Virgin come visit us, to have her in our
little town," said a church member. Some
30,000 candles and religious items, includ-
ing water fromthewell at the Basilicaof San
Juan, were available at the church. (SanAn-
tonio Express News, 10/20/02)

Mary, Co-redeemer
Following isaportion of adisturbing inter-
view with Mark Miravalle, aleading propo-
nent for having Mary declared Co-redemptrix
and professor of Mariology at Franciscan
University of Steubenville: In light of the
present world climate of war and rumors of
war, | believethe proclamation of thedogma
of Mary Co-redemptrix, Mediatrix of all
graces and Advocate would be the meansto
releasethefull exercise of Our Lady's moth-
erly intercessory rolein bringing peaceto a
troubled world, in fulfillment of her Fatima
promisethat "intheend my Immaculate Heart
will triumph ... and aperiod of peacewill be
granted to the world." God respects human
freedom, and the papal proclamation would
"free her" to exercise fully her saving roles
for contemporary humanity. In the last 10
years, about 7 million petitionsfrom over 150
countries have been sent to the Holy See,
along with the endorsements of 550 bishops
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and over 40 cardinals. This constitutes the
largest petition drive per annum in the his-
tory of the Church. Therecent promulgation
of "Rosarium Virginis Mariae" and the gift
of five new luminous mysteries reminds us
that the Holy Father has a mind of his own
regarding the Mother of God. The repeated
and consistent teachings of our Holy Father
on Mary as Co-redemptrix in papa addresses
and homiliesdoescall for our religious sub-
mission of will andintellect, according to Lu-
men Gentium 25. In hishomily in Ecuador, in
January 1985, John Paul stated that Mary
was" crucified spiritually with her crucified
Son" and that "her role as Co-redemptrix did
not cease after the glorification of her Son."
If anyone opposes the pope, Cardinal
Newman has aresponse: "Why do you pro-
test against Our Lady being called Co-
redemptrix when you areready to accept the
immeasurably more glorious titles ascribed
to her by the [church] Fathers: Mother of
God, Second Eve, Mother of All the Living,
Mother of Life, Morning Star, Mystical New
Heaven, Center of Orthodoxy, the all-unde-
filed Mother of Holiness, and the like?"
(Zenit.org, 10/31/02)

Rome Still Declares Itself

The Only True Church
Cardinal Avery Dulles, in aspeech marking
the 40th anniversary of the Second Vatican
Council said, "The primacy of the pope re-
mainsintact." The Second Vatican Council
upheld the authority of the papacy, hierar-
chy and Rome as the "true church," rather
than liberalizing those beliefs. Dulles said
the greatest post-Vatican |1 misunderstand-
ing isthat the church gave upitsclaimto be
the only way to salvation and that popes are
not thefinal authority. Non-Catholic groups
are respected as churches with ministries,
"but there is no reason to reckon them as
constituent parts of the one true church,

which is Roman and Catholic," he said. He
also noted that the council said people of
other religions who try to do good but are
ignorant of the Roman church "may attain
salvation" by God's grace in the end. Two
years ago, a Vatican declaration that was
widely interpreted as saying that salvation
existsonly inthe Roman Church stirred an-
ger among many non-Catholic traditions.
(Washington Times, 10/31/02)

Catholics Leaving Church

Concerns Cardinal
Officiaswiththe U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops say if present trends continue,
Hispanic Catholicswill bethe mgjority inthe
United States. However, Cardinal Francis
George of Chicago expressed concern over
the growing number of Hispanicimmigrants
who areleaving the Catholic Church for other
denominations. The Cardinal said, "The dif-
ficulty in ecumenical situationsisyou don't
want to come out directly against another
church." For example, when a Catholic
chooses to join a Pentecostal assembly, the
accusation is made that the other members
of the person's family are not "saved." He
said that creates enormous tension and con-
flict in a culture where family ties are very
important. (AgapePress, 11/14/02)

Mother Teresa

Questioned God's Existence
Mother Teresa, put on the fast-track to saint-
hood by the Pope after her death five years
ago, was tormented by acrisis of belief for
50 years, her writingsreveal. Her lettersand
diariespresent acompletely different picture
of her publicimage asanun confident of her
faith. They were collected by Roman Catho-
licauthoritiesin Cal cuttaafter her death, aged
87. Mother Teresawrotein 1958 that because
she was "forever smiling”, people thought
"my faith, my hope and my love are over-
flowing and that my intimacy with God and
unionwith hiswill fill my heart. If only they
knew." Mother Teresasaid in another |etter:
"I feel that God does not want me, that God
isnot God and that he doesnot really exist."
Rome'sdaily newspaper || Messeggero said:
"The real Mother Teresa was one who for
oneyear had visionsand who for the next 50
had doubts - until her death." Australian
Catholic priest Cyril Hally describesMother
Teresa's doubts as the "dark night of the
soul." He said, "It isa purification process.
Doubt is part of the growth of holiness."
(SMH.com.au, 11/30/02).


http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html
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TOOLS FOR PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL

BOOKS

Preparing CatholicsFor Eternity by Mike
Gendron. Newly revised and published. Hun-
dreds of questions from
Catholics are answered
with the power, authority
and confidence of God's
Word. An excellent dis-
cipleshiptool. Useit to set
Catholicsfreefromthele-
galistic bondage of their
church! Learn how to wit-
nesseffectively by first es-
tablishing the Bible as the supreme author-
ity for truth. Start your own Bible study and
experiencethejoy of seeing your loved ones
and friends grow in the grace and knowl-
edge of Jesus!

Code: BPCE, Sug. Don. $12.

NEW Tell the Truth by Will Metzger. The
best book on witnessing just
got better with an added
study guidetotrain others! A
fresh passion for conveying
thewholetruth to thelost and
for restoring biblical integrity
to evangelism. Anyone who
desires to glorify our Savior
by faithfully obeying His
great commission will want to read this!
Code: BTELL, Sug. Don. $15.
OneMinuteAfter You Dieby Erwin Lutzer.
Everything the Bible says about heaven and
hell. You will want all your loved ones to
read thisto escapetheterrifying destiny that
awaits those who die without Jesus.

Code: BONE, Sug. Don. $7

TRACTS

TheGreatest News. Thissix-pagetract pre-
sents the Gospel using only Scripture and
highlights six key elements - God's Perfec-
tion, Provision and Promise, Man's Problem,
Part and Privilege. God'sword has power!
Code: PGNET, Sug. Don. 50for $9
NewHaveYou Ever Been Deceived? A less
confrontational titlefor our popular tract on
religious deception. A persuasive argument
isgiven for Catholics to discern truth from
error using the power of God'sinfalibleword.
Code: PHUBD, Sug. Don. 50for $10
IsRoman Cathalic-Chrigtian an Oxymoron?
Newly published with larger
print. Shows eleven waysthe
beliefs of Catholics are op-
posed to the Bible. The tract
proves to evangelicals why
Catholics need to be evange-
: lized while showing Catholics
I} | how their church hasled them
~ away from saving grace.
Code: POXY, Sug. Don. 50 for $9
Catholicism: Scripturevs. Tradition. See
how the Catechism contra-
dicts the Bible in this 16-
panel foldout. Effective for
objectively contrasting
Catholic teachings with the
Bibleand for calling Cathalics
to repent and beieve the Gos-
pe. Shows two peaths to eter-
nity, a glossary of terms, brief
history, etc. Alsoin Spanish.
Code: PTRAD, Don. 50 for $10
Quantity Discounts - Any Combination of
theFour Tracts: 100 for $16; 200 for $30;
500 for $72; 1000 for $140.

ﬁurn_:l_u
Cathalicism

VIDEOS

TheComing One-World Religion by Gend-
ron. See how successful the Vatican hasbeen
in building bridges of unity to all denomina-
tionsand religions. Hear quotes from influ-
ential evangelicals who have been seduced
by the pope's efforts to bring all people un-
der his power and influence.
Code: VWORLD, Sug. Don. $18
What Catholics Don't Know by Gendron.
With love and gentleness, we must correct
Catholics in hopes God will grant them re-
pentance |leading to aknowledge of thetruth.
Code: VDONT, Sug. Don. $18
Another JesusAnother Gospel by Gendron.
An objective contrast between the biblical
Jesus and the Jesus of the Catholic Church
presented at Dallas Theological Seminary.
Code: VAJAG Sug. Don. $18
Is Catholicism Apostolic or Apostate? by
Gendron. A look at the teachings and his-
tory of the Catholic Church provides the
answer to this provocative question.
Code: VAPOST, Sug. Don. $18
Evangelicals and Catholics Together - A
Biblical Response. 18 messageson 7 video
tapes by John Ankerberg, Dave Hunt, S.
Lewis Johnson, Mike Gendron and others
give biblical reasons how Catholics and
Evangelicalsare divided over the Gospel.
Code: VECT, Sug. Don. $39.
Catholicism: Crisis of Faith by James
McCarthy. Former Catholic priestsand nuns
explain why they left the Catholic Church
and how they are now reaching out with
compassion to those they once served.
Closed Caption and available in Spanish.
Code: VCATH, Sug. Don. $20.
Order all 12 video tapes for a suggested
donation of only $99.
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"To Him who is able
to keep you from
stumbling, and to
make you stand in

the presence of His

glory blameless with
great joy, to the only
God our Savior,
through Jesus Christ
our Lord, be glory,
majesty, dominion
and authority."
(Jude 23-24)

Assurance When
Salvation is of God

* TheFather calsand drawssinnersac-
cording to His purpose and grace (John
6:44;2Tim. 1.9)

* The Spirit convicts the world of sin,
judgment and righteousness (Jn. 16:8-11)
* TheSonisproclaimed astheonly Sav-
ior of theworld (Acts 4:12). HisWord of
truth set captives free (John 8:32)

e God grants sinners repentance and
givesthem the gift of faith unto salvation
(2Tim. 2:25; Eph. 2:8)

* TheSon bearsthebeliever'ssin, guilt
and punishment. His righteousness is
given as a gift (Rom. 5:17). His blood
cleanses all sin (1 John 1:7). Jesus be-
comesthe believer'sadvocate (1 John 2:1)
* TheSpirit regenerates, sedls, indwells,
intercedes, teaches and empowersthe be-
liever (Titus3:5; Eph. 1:13; Rom. 8:26; 1
John 2:27)

* TheFather protects, justifiesand glo-

rifiesthebeliever (1 Pet. 1:5; Rom. 8:30)

No Assurance When
Salvation is of Man

® Thepriest baptizeswith water whichis
said to wash away original sin and regener-
ate Catholicsaschildren of God (CCC, 1213)
* Thepriest issaid to have the power to
impart the Holy Spirit through the sacrament
of Confirmation (1302).

* Thepriest issaid to have the power to
forgive sins through the sacrament of pen-
ance (986)

* Thesinner can perform acts of charity
(1394) or earn indulgences (1471) to have
sins forgiven

* Thepriest issaid to have the power to
call the Lord Jesusdown from heaventore-
present Him as a sacrificia victim for the
sinsof the living and the dead (1367)

* Thepriest issaidtooffer theactual body
and blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ
to Catholicsin the Eucharistic wafer (1374)
* Thepriest performslast ritesfor Catho-
lics for the forgiveness of their sinsand to
preparethem for eternity (1532)
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(Assurancefrom page 2)
habitual sin or fall away were probably not

Hischildren (Heb. 12:6-9).

The Roman Catholic Catechism (CCC)
teaches that Catholics lose their salvation
when mortal sinsare committed (CCC, para.
1035). Catholics must do works of penance
and merit enough grace to regain their sal-
vation (CCC, para. 1456, 2027). Needlessto
say, Catholics can never be sure about their
eternal destiny because, whenever man is
involved in attaining and/or preserving his
salvation, there can never be assurance.
However, when man forsakes all efforts to
save himself and believesthe objectivetruth
of the Gospel, hewill be more certain of liv-
ing eternally in heaven than one more day
on earth. Paul wrote, "For this reason it is
by faith, that it might be in accordance with
grace, in order that the promise may be cer-

taintoall" (Rom. 4:16).

John wrote his first epistle to those "who
believe on the name of the Son of God, in
order that you may know [Gk. oida] you have
eternal life" (1 John 5:13). The Greek word
"oida" refersto a positive, absolute know!-
edge. Truebelieverscanrejoiceintheir sal-
vation with absolute certainty and peace.
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